
I haar a h e l i c o p t e r l a n d i n g not t o f a r away, I wonder who 
they are b r i n g i n g i n . 

Bobby Seal says he won't advise the r i o t e r s t o accept the 
terms cause he wen't compromise the br o t h e r s p o s i t i o n . V/hatthe h e l l 
d i d they expect him t o say? I f he went i n the^e and advocated the 
cons go along w i t h the o f f i c i a l s then he would be the biggest phony 
i n t i e w orld. He coul d n t ' do i t w i t h o u t l o s i n g face w i t h the r a d i c a l 
element i n t h i s c o u j i t r y . The stupid-ass a u t h o r i t i e s shaid have 
known t h a t . 

The s c a f f o l d s are pro g r e s s i n g q u i t e r a p i d l y . These f u c k i n g 
o f f i c i a l s b e t t e r t u r n the tr o o p e r s loose o r they are s u b j e c t tD loose 
a l l 38 hostages. I f t h a t happens th e r e v / i l l be at l e a s t 100 inmates 
v/ho w i l l be gunned down. I r e a l l y b e l i e v e a neat show o f f o r c e w i l l 
make them back down, but t h ^ Cor,miissioner j u s t can't b r i n g h i m s e l f 
to take the chance. I don't t h i n k we can condemn him f o r h e s i t a t i n g 
but as the o l d s a y i n goes; "He who h e s i t a t e s i s l o s t . " o r some such 
b u l l s h i t . 

I t i s amazing what a man can do w i t h h a l f o f a ̂ l a s s o f 
waterl I j u s t shaved •̂ days beard, washed my face and under m.y arm.s. 
I t may not be the best s m e l l i n g c r e a t u r e i n the w o r l d , but I sure as 
h e l l am. the best s m e l l i n g guy i n C block and I sme l l r e a l bad! 

I wish I knew how my buddiaaMiy Dave i s . He i s a good ki»d, 
you see he l e t s h i s mouth o v e r r u l e h i s b r a i n and ends up i n a p i c k l e . 
Oh, v ; e l l , he surv i v e d 25 y r s . w i t h o u t me so I suppose he can get by 
wi t h o u t my humble assistance. 

This i s another l u l l i n a c t i v i t y . They are a c t i v e b u i l d i n g 
t h i n g s i n D block, but I haven't seen the hacks or tro o p e r s f o r a 
h a l f hour. Perhaps they wre s l e e p i n g . I know b e t t e r than t h a t . I 
have a l o t o f respect f o r those t r o o p e r s . They are r e a l pros at 
t h e i r j o b ! ! They doi4t p l a y ! I guess Ken Cranse and Marchione are 
up here w i t h the t r o o p e r s . I ' d l i k e t o see them. I know Ken from 
school and Marchione i s oneof the best cops I know. 

I t i s r a t h e r m i s t y and overcast today. There i s a s l i g h t 
breeze, I ' d say the temp, was i n the high 6o's. 

I hope the h e l l I don't get t r a n s f e r r e d over a l l t h i s s h i t . 
I shouldn't cause I had a b s o l u t e l y n o t h i n g t o do w i t h i t . Oh w e i l , 
we v / i l l v;ait and see. 

I t s t i l l bewilders me when I t r y t o f i n d ' a reason why more 
prev e n t i v e measures weren't taken t o keep t h i s r i o t from o c c u r r i n g . 
No one can convince me t h a t t h e y d i d n ' t know i t was coming. As soon 
as t h a t s t u f f happened i n Soladad C a l i f o r n i a the t a l k was n o t h i n g but 
r i o t . ^Jhere the h e l l were the hacks? Don't they value t h e i r l i v e s 
enough t o i n s i s t on more s e c u r i t y v/here they are almost 100^ p o s i t i v e 
t h a t there w i l l be a r i o t . V/here the h e l l was Mancusi? 

- 21 -



The tipoopers must be g e t t i n g panicky. I j u s t put my broom 
out to TDull something on the f l o o r over t o my c e l l and the d i r t y 
b a s t a r d ' t o l d me t o get the broom bacij: i n my c e l l or he v/ould blow 
m.y f u c k i n g arm o f f . I assureyou I d i d not arguelM 

The r a i n i s coming f o r sure! The sky i s darker than h e l l and 
i t i s thundering. I ' d hate t o be those guys i n D block cause now 
1 ,200 tempers w i l l be f l a r i n g . I thank God I am over here. 

Seems as though the s h i t i s r e a l l y on t h i s time. The r i o t e r s 
threatened t o k i l l a l l 38 hostages i f the guards and troopers a t t a c k 
and there are troopers running a l l over the f u c k i n g place. I don't 
know what the h e l l i s up! 

The r i o t e r s are running a l l over too. Let me get a b e t t e r look. 
Now t h i n g s have calmed down again. WOW! I sure thought i t 

was happening. 
I've got the crack down the side o f my door pasted up w i t h 

newspaper and I w i l l put my bl a n k e t i n the door window. Then I w i l l 
cover m.y head v/ith the o t h e r b l a n k e t and pray and pray and pray. 

I w i l l be p r a y i n g f o r "ALL". About the most t h a t can happen 
to me i s t h a t I w i l l get s i c k , but thoatpoor f o o l s can get k i l l e d . 
The hacks and tro o p e r s can too. My God! V/hat f o l l y ! A l l because o f 
about 250 maniacs. 

Some moronic, mongoloid, a f t e r - b i r t h bastard i s downstairs 
screaming - "POWER"! I hope they shoot h i s f o o l i s h ass. 

The r i o t e r s are over t h e r e making speeches about the i m p e r i a l ­
i s t i c , r a c i s t American Goverranent and how poor whites should j o i n 
v/ith the blacks t o f i g h t t h e i r oppression t o death. You can hear 
them, v/ay over here. They j u s t l e t out a r o a r o f approval t o a speech 
by someone. 

They are now h o l l e r i n g they want t o t a l k t o R o c k e f e l l e r ! 
I t h i n k the a u t h o r i t i e s are almost t a l k e d out. 

I j u s t c ouldn't b r i n g myself t o take a persons l i f e o r t o 
p a r t i c i p a t e i n any a c t i v i t y t h a t wold b r i n g about the death o f a 
human being. 

God, I sure hope speople change f o r the b e t t e r before my k i d d 
get iy.uch o l d e r . 

I know one t h i n g f o r damned sure. I w i l l never go t o p r i s o n 
again and I w i l l be a model c i t i z e n t o make damned sure I won't. 
I sure as h e l l don't want anymore o f t h i s . 

The r i o t e r s j u s t l e t a r o a r out about something. I b e t t e r 
go look and l i s t e n . 

This i s no r i o t ! This E a f u l l scale r e v o l t ! 
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Those r i o t e r s are b u i l d i n g up a head o f steam w i t h a l l t h a t 
speech making and cheering. They e i t h e r don't have any brai n s or 
they hate so much i t gives them r e a l courage. Maybe they are a f r a i d -
I'm sure they are, but none o f them w i l l admit i t t o the next one. 
I'm a f r a i d f o r them. They have no wisdom at a l l . 

I t i s g e t t i n g dark and i t doesn't look l i k e i t w i l l r a i n . 
The damned news media (T.V. and r a d i o ) are l o u s i n g up any 

element o f s u r p r i s e f o r the t r o o p e r s . They have a T.V. i n D block 
yard and have the r a d i o on so t h e newscasters t e l l t h a t the troopers 
are arming and are ready t o move i n . The s t u p i d bastards would 
r a t h e r get the news than save a l i f e . 

I hear a P.A. System g i v i n g i n s t r u c t i o n t o somebody. I t 
i s n ' t i n D Block. I hope they don't under estimate these f a n a t i c s . 
They are mean and tough. They are ka r a t e t r a i n e d and a l l l i f t 
weights and run m i l e s . I can't make oit the i n s t r u c t i o n s they are 
g i v i n g . 

I f e e l s o r r y f o r my f r i e n d s , but the o f f i c i a l s have t o do 
something soon! Gripe I hope Ray i s okay. 

That P.A. System i s i n D block and W i l l i a m K u n s t l e r i s the 
one who i s t a l k i n g . . I sure as h e l l hope i t works! 

The r i o t e r s are sure cheering him! Let me t r y t o hear him. 
Things must be g e t t i n g close t o jumping o f f cause the 

troopers are t r a d i n g i n s u l t s w i t h the inmates. They are showing 
t h e i r t r u e c o l o r s . Laughing about a s i c k inmate. 

Now they are g e t t i n g the doctor. Boys, t h i s i s an emotional 
s i t u a t i o n . 

I'm s u r p r i s e d at those t r o o p e r s . That i s the f i r s t t h i n g I 
have heard them r e p l y t o . 

Now some nut downstairs i s h o l l e r i n g f o r the t r o o p e r t o open 
h i s door so the guy can beat the troopers ass. How the h e l l r i d ­

i c u l o u s can anyone be? I f t h a t t r o o p e r ever opened the c e l l the b i g 
mouth would f a i n t . He might be able t o whip the t r o o p e r hand t o hand, 
but those guys have r i o t guns and p i s t o l s . One o f those r i o t guns 
would put a hols i n him as b i g as my f i s t . He must t h i n k he i s 
superman. 

This guy next t o me i n angry w i t h me because I bawled him out. 
The screwy moron t h i n k s i t i s great because we w i l l get b e t t e r m a i l i n g 
p r i v i l e g e s . I t asked him i f he thought i * was worth a mans l i f e t o 
get to m a i l more l e t t e s . Now he i s p o u t i n g and c a l l i n g me names. 
Thats okay. We have t o come out some time and when we do he can see 
i f he wants t o t a c k l e me. I t might r e l i e v e some o f the pent up 
anger and f r u s t r a t i o n I f e e l . 

I t has become q u i t e c h i l l y a l l o f a sudden. Maybe t h i s w i l l 
have some e f f e c t on the s i t u a t i o n . 
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H e l l , I'm going t o take a nap. 
I t i s f i n a l l y r a i n i n g l I sure as h e l l hope i t 'has a good 

e f f e c t on he s i t u a t i o n ! I don't suppose i t w i l l though. 
I can't f i g u r e out what i s happening. I heard s i r e n s but 

D block i s calm. 
I can smell smoke from the o l d f i r e s . This place w i l l be a 

mess f o r a year or b e t t e r . 
There goes t h a t dmaned generator again! I t bothers me at 

f i r s t , but a f t e r 10 or 20 minutes i t doesn't even e x i s t t o me. 
I t i s now 8 P.M. and they j u s t broughtus roadt beef sandwiches, 

peach, a l i t t l e cup o f i c e cream, m i l k and o c f f e e . 
One o f the guards s a i d the State P o l i c e were ready t o go i n 

today, but the h i g h e r o f f i c i a l s wouldn't l e t them. Talks are post­
poned u n t i l tomorrow. 
September 13 - 6 : 3 0 A.M. - The 5 t h day of the r i o t ! I t i s a c o l d , 
r a i n y morning and i t i s j u s t s t a r t i n g t o get l i g h t . 

The r i o t e r s s t i l l c o n t r o l B and D blocks. I can see the 
f i r e s i n D block yard and see guys w i t h f o o t b a l l helmets on and 
blankets wrapped around them h u d d l i n g by the f i r e s i n the l a r g e , 
metal t r a s h cans on the cat walks. They sure look c o l d , l o n e l y , 
and desperate. There i s very l i t t l e a c t i v i t y over t h e r e . 

Today should be the day. I t h a r d l y seems t h a t the r r i o t e r s 
can han^ i n there much longer or t h a t the o f f i c i a l s w i l l put up 
w i t h t h i s h o r s e s h i t any longer. 

I t must be c o s t i n g the State at l e a s t $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 a day t o keep 
a l l these t r o o p e r s , hacks, firemen, etc fed and s h e l t e r e d , plus a l l 
the e x t r a equpment. 

I could be wrong but i t seems to me t h a t the longer the 
hostages are i n custody o f the r i o t e r s the more danger they w i l l be 
i n . 

The c r u c i a l danger p o i n t s are r i g h t at the beginning and 
r i g h t at the end o f a r i o t . Someone b e t t e r acts soon! 8 : 2 0 A.M. 
the r i o t e r s j u s t took a vote and decided t o never surrender. They 
have some k i n d o f f l a g over t h e r e , i t i s h a l f red and h a l f green. 
I wonder what the h e l l t h a t stands f o r . 

The r i o t e r s must s t i l l havg p l e n t y of food, they robbed from 
the commissary and s t o r e house. hey could probably h o l d out f o r 
3 weeks foodwise. 

I t seems some guy locked u p s t a i r s committed s u i c i d e l a s t 
n i g h t . I have t o check i t out. I f he d i d he must have been crazy. 
We are out of the r i o t and no one has m i s t r e a t e d us i n any way 
except f o r a few exchanges o f i n s u l t s p e r t a i n i n g t o each others 
manhood. 
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One nut, r i g h t next t o me, keeps h o l l e r i n g t o the troopers 
to send t h e i r wives down t o h i s c e l l . I bet they got him f i g u r e d 
f o r an ass whipping when t h i s i s over. Maybe not. 

Some ape u p s t a i r s j u s t threw a can o f p i s s on a State 
Trooper walking o u t s i d e . 

The t r o o p e r j u s t acted l i k e n o t h i n g happened. That i s damn 
good d i s c l i p l i n e ! 

They are p o s i t i o n i d g t r o o p e r s a l l over the place? ! 
They are down the end o f the h a l l checking out t h e i r gas masks. 
They have orders t o secure the p r i s o n and baby they sure as h e l l 
look and act l i k e they mean business. 

A r t h u r Eve i s over i n D block now. He i s a black s t a t e 
Assemblyman and has helped out. 

C h r i s t - Theyjust put the hostages up on the cat walk b l i n d 
f o l d e d and t h e i r hands t i e d and they have two r i o t e r s on each side 
w i t h clubs and knives. Oh my God! Those bastards are insane! ! 
38 l i v e s . They must be mad !! How could anyone i n t h e i r r i g h t mind 
condone such e.vil? 

I'm p r a y i n g nothing happens! ! 
The r i o t e r s are g i v i n g the clenched f i s t s a l u t e t o t h e i r 

leaders. They feve about e i g h t r i o t e r s around each hostage. I'm 
l o o k i n g r i g h t at some o f them. WOV/ ! I am s i c k again. 

Big y e l l o w h e l i c o p t e r f l y i n g around. Two s m a l l e r ones f l y i n g 
around. 

One o f the r i o t e r s has a f u l l guards uniform on. 
Jesus! I f there i s a God he b e t t e r i n t e r f e r e now. 
They j u s t l e t one o f the hostages s i t on a r a i l i n g on the 

cat walk. 
They j u s t moved the ambulances up i n p o s i t i o n . 
WHEW!! They have extended n e g o t i a t i o n s u n t i l 11 A.M. 
I t i s now r a i n i n g l i k e a s o n - o f - a - b i t c h - pouring. 
Here comes t h a t b i g copter again. That t h i n g i s r e a l l y low. 
I hope those damned f o o l s don't f r i g h t e n those r i o t e r s i n t o 

doing something r i d i c u l o u s t o the hostages. That copter i s low, baby, 
low! 

Those fuckers have knives t o the hostages t h r o a t s . I mean 
r i g h t on t h e i r t h r o a t s . One or tv/o o f the hostagesa re c r y i n g and 
begging the o t h e r s . - Three.- I can see are extremely s t o i c a l about 
i t . Maybe they are j u s t dazed. 

When t h a t gas goes down I'm through r e p o r t i n g !!!! I'm 
g e t t i n g under cover. 
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= I am amazed at how t h i n g s have "been handled. So f a r there 
has been no r e t r i b u t i o n against us inmates who weren't i n i t . I t 
would be a n a t u r e a l emotion t o hate us. 

Oh I Oh! The Troopers at the end o f the h a l l j u s t took the 
s a f e t i e s o f f and put s h e l l s i n the chambers. 

A r i o t e r j u s t y e l l e d : " I f they want us they know where the 
h e l l we are, l e t them come and get us." Those guys are going t o go 
r i g h t to the end w i t h t h i s . 

I t h i n k I see Red Whelan as one o f the hostages w i t h a k n i f e 
at h i s t h r o a t . He has been r a t h e r f o o l i s h at tim.es but he doesn't 
deserve i t . 

They j u s t put out a l l the l i g h t s ! I guess t h i s i s i t . 
9:45 A.M. - C h r i s t they d i d i t . They got two o f the hostages. I 
saw i t ! I saw i t ! Oh C h r i s t . Oh God Why? Why? Why? son-of-a-
b i t c h ! V7hy? 

They are sho o t i n g them down l i k e f l i e s . Oh C h r i s t ! 
>Yes - I'm c r y i n g f o r everybody. Oh Lord, Lord! How could you 

l e t a small group o f maniacs b r i n g t h i s about. Oh God! 
The bastards are dropping t e a r gass a l l over. 
The copters are t e l l i n g the r i o t e r s t o clasp t h s i r hands 

behind t h e i r heads and come out and they w i l l not be harmed. "Do 
not harm t h e hostages. Line up i n D Block c o r r i d o r - Line up -
you w i l l not be harmed. Don't harm the hostages. You w i l l not be 
harmed - You w i l l not be harmed - Please place your hands on top 
of your head. Do not harm the hostages - you w i l l not be harmed." 

(Excuse me w h i l e i n puke!!) 
"Line up i n the B or D Block c o r r i d o r s . Keep your hands 

clasped on top o f your head. Do not harm the hostages." 
The copter keeps r e p e a t i n g the above over a very loud - loud 

speaker. 
WOV/! Those,guys sure as h e l l know t h e i r business. 
I hear sporadic f i r i n g , but I don't t h i n k they shot anyone. 

V/hat I heard a t f i r s t was the gas c a n i s t e r . 
The poor i d i o t i c f o o l s ! They never stood a chance! How the 

h e l l could they ever t h i n k theydid? 
I t i s too damned bad t h a t a t i n y m i n o r i t y o f the p r i s o n screwed 

thi n g s up so badly f o r the r e s t . 
I j u s t saw one dead hostage l y i n g i n the grou.nd. V/hat a 

shame! There are s e v e r a l dead inmates by the looks o f t h i n g s . 
What a shame! They o f f e r e d them e v e r y t h i n g they could. You can't 
o f f e r anmesty f o r murder. 
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Some of them are s t i l l h o l d i n g out. Oh, C h r i s t , there goes 
anothet r i f l e shot. 

The copter i s saying: "Those o f you who have not surrendered -
surrender now - put your hands on top o f your heads and surrender t o 
an o f f i c e r . " They are sho o t i n g some place. Those are r i f l e s not 
r i o t guns - maybe they are shotguns. 

This has cured me. Never again w i l l I do a n y t h i r g t h a t w i l l 
have even a remote chance o f b r i n g i n g me t o p r i s o n . 

I wish I could take the side o f the inmates, i t would be 
much eas i e r f o r me and I have some good f r i e n d s i n v o l v e d i n t h i s 
r i o t , but i f I am t o r e p o r t t h i s a c c u r a t e l y as I see i t , then I have 
to say i t was f o o l i s h , f u t i l e and completely u n c a l l e d f o r ! 

The copter j u s t s a i d medical help was needed. 
The l i g h t s j u s t wen back on. There i s s t i l l s h o o t i n g f o r 

some reason. I can't imagine anoyne being f o o l i s h enough t o stand 
up a f t e r t h a t onslaught. 

There are hostages and r i o t e r s l a y i n g a l l over out on D 
block catwalk - One c i v i l i a n and about seven inmates. They are 
s t i l l s h ooting over i n B block. 

They j u s t brought some-nude inmates up on top o f the cat walk. 
There must be l o t o f deaths. V/hat i s i t the B i b l e says? 

"Those who l i v e by the sword s h a l l p e r i s h by the sword." How t r u e ! 
I t h i n k the l i g h t s going o f f was the s i g n a l f o r the a t t a c k . 
Oh man! My u l c e r i s r e a l l y a c t i n g up! 
This mess has sure as h e l l had a sobering e f f e c t on the 

inmates v/ho weren't i n the r i o t . 
They took the body o f the hostage away. There are s t i l l s i x 

bodies l y i n g on the catwalk. 
What a c r y i n g shame - at l e a s t e i g h t people dead f o r a l i t t l e 

b e t t e r food, b e t t e r m a i l i n g p r i v i l e g e s , b e t t e r v i s i t i n g r i g h t s e t c . 
There was no b r u t a l i t y - f o r c e , yes. B r u t a l i t y no. What do these 
people expect? I f you are i n p r i s o n and you h i t a hack you have t o 
submit t o a lockup or be f o r c e f u l l y put i n the obx; How else could 
they work i t ? I f you h i t an inmate you are locked up. Those r u l e s 
are f o r every ones b e n e f i t . What the h e l l k i n d of a place v/ould t h i s 
be i f inmates knew the guards would back dov/n. There would be 
t o t a l anarchy and i n here, t h a t would be h o r r i b l e ! 

The troopes are over there (D block cat walk) l o o k i n g at the 
dead inmates. I say dead because they haven't moved a m.uscle. 

Some o f the die hards are holed up i n B block. The troopers 
are going i n t o c l e a r them out. That means m.ore dead. 

They ( the hacks and tr o o p e r s ) made a l o t o f people hate them, 
today, but I don't see what a l t e r n a t i v e they had. Some o f these 
cons are r e a l angry! 
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They are bombarding B blook w i t h gas. 
I saw one young t r o o p e r look at a dead con - walk over to 

the edge o f the cat walk and heave h i s guts out. The o t h e r troopers 
l e d him away l i k e he had f a i n t e d . He b e t t e r develop a s t r o n g e r stomach 
than t h a t . 

I would have more sympathy f o r t h i s r i o t i f i t had gone o f f 
because of p r i s o n c o n d i t i o n s , but t h i s was 100^ p o l i t i c a l . Every 
r i n g leader o f the Panthers, Peoples P a r t y , Young Lords, and 5 
Percenter's was r a n t i n g , having p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i s t s who had cadres 
of w e l l c o n d i t i o n e d and d i s c i p l i n e d f o l l o w e r s . They preached Maoism 
and a l l about how repressive our form o f government was and a l l t h a t 
s h i t , 

I suppose a l l the r e v o l u t i o n a r y groups w i l l c l a i m t h i s i s 
a form o f racism, but maybe they b e t t e r stop and f i g u r e out- why 
more blacks got shot. The leaders o f t h i s r e v o l t were 95?̂  black 
and Puerto Rican. TheyxRisans guy who c u t the hostage t h r o a t 
was black - I saw i t ! I hnow! I f they don't want t o go t o p r i s o n 
then they should not commit crimes. I f they b r i n g about a r e v o l t 
they should be w i l l i n g t o s u f f e r the consequences. 

Each man has two choices - r i g h t o r wrong and he i s f r e e t o 
chose e i t h e r . 

No one t o l d these guys t o p u l l o f f t h i s r i o t . They chose t o 
do so f o r p u r e l y p o l i t i c a l reasons because t h i s p r i s o n was not b r u t a l 
and so many reforms had taken place I h a r d l y knew i t . 

There goes the l i g h t s again. 
They are asking us whether we want t o t r a n s f e r . S h i t ! 

•^his i s over here, i f I go some place else the same t h i n g might 
happen. Fuck t h a t , I'm s t a y i n g here! 

I guess they have a pocket o f r e s i s t a n c e i n B block. They 
are supposed t o have some hostages. 

8 hostages k i l l e d and maybe 30 inmates. I can't see how 
these r a d i c a l s can j u s t i f y t h a t . They brought i t on themselves, 
but i t sure i s sad. Theye i s a white inmate on the ground j u s t 
o u t s i d e . He i s dead, I can't make out who he i s . I hope i t i s n ' t 
Danny. 

That f u c k i n Warden i s an asshole! He fucked up the whole 
s i t u a t i o n . He i s as much at f a u l t i n some ways as the r i o t e r s ! 
He was c r i m i n a l l y incompetent, he could have q u e l l e d a l l t h i s before 
i t even s t a r t e d , i f the bastard was more aware o f what was going on 
i n the p r i s o n . 

Every time any con t a l k e d to him he acted l i k e they were a 
hunk o f s h i t ! He i s a very hated man! 

I t i s too damned bad we don't have more men l i k e o l d Warden 
Murphy who used t o be at Auburn. He d i d n t ' coddle the cons but he 
always gave us a f a i r shake. The most important t h i n g was t h a t he 
knew what was happening i n h i s p r i s o n . 
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