
September 9, 1971 
Went t o chow and n o t i c e d a l l the a c t i v i s t s on each company 

s i t t i n g by each other, but p a i d l i t t l e a t t e n t i o n cause they always 
have some f o o l scheme. Forgot about the b u l l s h i t w i t h the L i e u t 
enant yesterday. 

Went i n the yard a f t e r b r e a k f a s t and yard was unusually q u i e t 
a l l the d i f f e r e n t a c t i v i s t groups v?ere congregated t o g e t h e r . S t i l l 
d i d n ' t t h i n k much o f i t . 

Went over t o school. Went u p s t a i r s was t h e r e f o r only a few 
minutes v/hen the hack came i n and t o l d Mr. VanOstberg, the c i v i l i a n 
t e a c h e r , t h a t there was a r i o t and t o be prepared t o leave as soon as 
he ( t h e hack) could make arrangem.ents. 

The poor c i v i l i a n s and the hack were scared as h e l l , but they 
held up r e a l w e l l . I - f I f was i n t h e i r shoes I would have f a i n t e d . 
Not one person on the inmate school s t a f f p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the r i o t l 
I had those o f us who were u p s t a i r s agree t o do uar best t o keep the 
c i v i l i a n s from being taken as hostages. They are good people and had 
been more than f a i r w i t h us. Old Man Di c k i n s o n must have been f r i g h t 
ened but he v/as c o o l was a cucumber and was the l a s t o f h i s s t a f f 
t o leave the p r i s o n . 

Old C h a r l i e , the asshole b a n d i t and h i s k i d L u c c i were the 
l a s t ones t o get out o f D Block. They got f r i g h t e n e d when a l l the 
a c t i o n s t a r t e d . I don't blame them-and rushed t o school. They s a i d 
inmates were p i l e d a l l over. The H a l l Captain - "Red Whalen" - he i s 
a p r i c k but I hope he i s okay. But I doubt i t . 

One o f the school hacks "Rinsdale" locked the b i g gate, but 
the r i o t e r s have broken down s e v e r a l cbhers. 

I f t h a t l i t t l e skinny hack doesn't calm down he i s going t o 
crack up. Myself and Joe Trueblood, Sam the L i b r a r i a n , and Del 
Putnan assured him no one was going t o h u r t him. 

They s e t the a u d i t o r i u m , next t o the school, on f i r e . The 
smoke i s b i l l o w i n g out o f the r o o f . What a f o o l i s h God damned waste. 
These f u c k i n g i d i o t s have s e t the N.Y.S. Penalogy Programback 20 years 
w i t h t h i s b u l l s h i t . 

We can hear them screaming K I L L l KILL! Then they chant" MAO! 
MAO!. The bastards are crazy! 

C h a r l i e was t e l l i n g me they were h i t t i n g a hack w i t h a shovel 
i n D block yard. I guess i t was Rosey. The poor s'.O.B. never bothered 
anyone. 

The hack has taken us a l l downstairs i n the school where th e r e 
arg£ another 10 o r 12 inmates and 3 or t̂- c i v i l i a n s , ^ y gave us a 
choice o f l e a v i n g o r s t a y i n g . To a man we want out! This r i o t i n g 



i s pure unadulerated b u l l s h i t ! I t w i l l accomplish n o t h i n g and there 
i s no rhyme or reason f o r i t ! There i s very very l i t t l e b r u t a l i t y -
i f any - and Oswald i s now working on the reforms we asked f o r . 
These crazy bastards have r u i n e d e v e r y t h i n g . 

Risedale l i n e d us a l l up at the back o f the school, i n s i d e 
by the r e a r door, and we are w a i t i n g f o r the word t o leave. 

Holy C h r i s t ! here comes an Army of Hacks w i t h r i o t clubs 
and white helmets. I hope Risedale assures them we are not p a r t of 
the r i o t . He d i d ! TOEW! I'm t o o l d f o r t h i s s h i t . 

They f i n a l l y l e t the c i v i l i a n s out! I'm glad! They never 
h u r t anyone. They sure as h e l l are r e l i e v e d . They want us t o walk 
out s i n g l e f i l e and s i t on the grass. I am w i l l i n g but hope t h a t 
p r i c k i n the tower doesn't get t r i g g e r happy. Whoops, f i r s t we have 
to hand the guards some long metal pipes so they can p r y the bars out 
i n a shop t h a t i s on f i r e . A c i v i l i a n i s trapped i n t h e r e . They got 
him out and now us. 

Well, here we are s i t t i n g on our ass i n the grass behind the 
p r i s o n . I guess i t i s about 9:30 or 10 AM. That blue sky sure looks 
good! I thank God I'm not i n s i d e where those animals are r i o t i n g . 
We can hear them breaking windows and f u r n i t u r e . 

Everybody i s happy as h e l l they aren't i n s i d e , but now t h a t 
they are safe some of thepiare f a t mouthing and bad t a l k i n g about what 
heroes they'd be i f they were i n s i d e and what they'd do t o t h i s guard 
or t h a t c i v i l i a n . The morons are j u s t as happy as a l a r k t o be out 
of i t . 

I n o t i c e t h a t a few o f the louder mouth a c t i v i s t s are out here. 
The punk bastards have been t a l k i n g r i o t f o r the l a s t month and now 
tjjey are c r i n g i n g . 

They have moved us down w i t h about 100 others i n a b i g open 
l o t behind the commissary and storehouse. 

There goes the school burning! The crazy bastards are n u t . 
We l l , look who i s here? A l i t t l e c a l i c o c a t . He sure i s 

happy. He i s rubbing against everybody's legs and p u r r i n g r e a l l oud, 
I wonder *here the h e l l he came from. 

Oh, Oh, th e r e goes the b i g b u i l d i n g w i t h a l l the lumber. 
Hey! t h a t i s making a r e a l f i r e . Look at those flames. 

What the h e l l i s t h i s coming? My God, i t i s one o f the 
inmates r i o t e r s j u s t came out o f the commissary and i s running over 
to see us. I thought sure as h e l l the guard on t h * tower would shoot 
him, but he-hardly p a i d any a t t e n t i o n . 
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The l i t t l e Puerto Rican R i o t e r has on a f o o t b a l l helmet, a 
r a i n coat two sizes t o b i g f o r him and a p a i r o f boots t h a t come up 
almost t o h i s hips even though they are knee boots. He i s haranging 
us t o j o i n the r i o t and a b s o l u t e l y no one i s responding. Now he i s 
c a l l i n g us y e l l o w mother fuckers and faggots. There he goes running 
across^the f i e l d i n h i s grotesque, o t h e r w o r l d l y costume, y e l l i n g 
t h a t i f we» are men we w i l l j o i n him i n the r i o t . I t h i n k we a l l 
f e e l a l i t t l e s o r r y f o r the poor, s i l l y , b a s t a r d . 

Here comes t h r e e guys w i t h two wheel barrows loaded down w i t h 
commissary food and j u i c e s . The food i s f o r everybody. Your damned 
r i g h t I ate some of i t . 

The commissary and the s t o r e house are now burning. The 
m a j o r i t y o f o p i n i o n i s t h a t the r i o t e r s are s t u p i d , but I know t h a t 
a few of these nuts would l i k e t o be i n the l o o t i n g . 

Damned i f the rumors aren't f l y i n g l i k e snow. We haven't 
l e f t t h i s i s o l a t e d l o t t h r e e or f o u r hours y e t every S.O.B. and h i s 
b r o t h e r a l l e g e d l y knows what i s happening. One guy says two hacks are 
dead, another says they k i l l e d Red Whelan - a l l kinds o f b u l l s h i t . 
Must be they're psychic cause I sure as h e l l haven't heard a r a d i o 
or anything. Maybe i t s wishfU. t h i n k i n g they are r e p e a t i n g as f a c t s . 

Holy C h r i s t J There i s an army o f hacks and State P o l i c e 
forming ranks down by the l o a d i n g docks and i n f r o t t o f the power
house. They are a l l armed. The s h i t w i l l h i t the f a n now. Those 
s t a t e cops are mean, tough, and know t h e i r business. OhI OhI 

They h o l l e r e d add asked us i f we want t o go t o E Block Yard 
where they w i l l feed us. V/e agree t o a man. Some o f those tough 
t a l k i n g assholes are as meek as a lamb now. I am only a f r a i d t h a t 
a l l t h e i r b u l l s h i t w i l l s t a r t some o f these nuts o f f . 

Well here we are penned i n a 1/2 acre l o t j u s t o u t s i d e o f 
E block. There are about ^00 people i n here. 

A couple o f buddies o f mine who work i n the commissary say 
the r i o t e r s beat the hacks and made them take o f f a l l t h e i r c l o t h e s . 

Another Buddy was t r y i n g t o get out o f B block when he saw 
two hacks on the f l o o r b l e e d i n g from the head and saw them a t t a c k 
a hack at Times Square. (Where the tunneS from a l l the blocks meet) 

I want t o make onething c l e a r . This r i o t was not brought on 
by b r u t a l i t y o r bad p r i s o n c o n d i t i o n s . I t was brought on by d e d i 
cated r e v o l u t i o n a r y groups such as The Black Panthers, Peoples 
Party, Young Lords, Weathermen and 5 Percenters. They are openly 
and a v i d l y dedicated t o the v i o l e n t overthrow o f a l l e x i s t i n g 
governmental a u t h o r i t y . I f the guards w i l l t e l l the t r u t h they 
have overheard t h e i r meetings time a f t e r time. 
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These people are and always w i l l be m i s f i t s i n any s o c i e t y . 
They are always making t r o u b l e and blame t h e i r own m i s f o r t u n e s , 
s t u p i d i t y , o u t r i g h t l a z i n e s s and dishonesty on the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
i t i s e a s i e r t o do t h a t than accept the f a c t they are m i s f i t s . 

I am at the top o f t h e i r l i s t cause I defend democracy, law and 
order, and r u l e s . I sure as h e l l am no angel, but I b e l i e v e i n the. 
above because I don't b e l i e v e i n anarchy under any c o n d i t i o n s . 

Now these animals are b r e a k i n g windows i n here. Not the 
r i o t e r s but the guys i n t h i s compound. Boy, some people are j u s t 
l i k e sheep, they see a person do someting then everyone gets i n on 
i t , I never knew what was r e a l l y meant by "mob psychology" u n t i l 
now. I f I wasn't disgusted w i t h humanity before I sure am now. 
Some people are r e a l l y animals I 

9 PM - They are p u t t i n g us i n c e l l s i n C block. 
Wowl Did the r i o t e r s t e a r the bottom f l o o r o f t h i s place apart! 

I t i s unbelievable1 
W e l l j here I am i n some poor guys c e l l . I t i s a nice one, 

he has i t f i x e d up n i c e , but no reading m a t e r i a l . I notice.>nas two 
B i b l e s , a B i b l e d i c t i o n a r y and s e v e r a l Assembly o f God magazines. 
I hope he i s n ' t i n the r i o t ! No one knows where t h e i r f r i e n d s are! 

I know s e v e r a l harmless kinds who were caught up i n t h i s 
mess and they are probably being abused by the r i o t e r s . I sure 
as h e l l hope not. 

We are one yard away from where the r i o t e r s are holed up and 
can see most of t h e i r a c t i v i t y as v/e are l o o k i n g down from one o f 
the upper f l o o r s . 

The water i s o f f and some of these i d i o t s are banging cups on 
the w a l l and screaming at the top o f t h e i r voices f o r water. 

The hacks and a few k i t c h e n inmates brought around ham aid cheese 
sandwiches, m i l k , and c o f f e e . They are b r i n g i n g around water and 
f i l l i n g b o t t l e s f o r us. 

We can hear the guys i n D b l o c k p l a y i n g g u i t a r s and s i n g i n g . 
Every once i n a white they y e l l i n unison, "POWER TO THE PEOPLE" 
KILL! KILL!, I suppose t h a t i s t o keep the a u t h o r i t i e s uneasy 
about the w e l f a r e o f the hostages, 

September 10 - Well I'm okay f o r a whi|e y e t . These people - Non-
R i o t e r Cons - woke me up y g l l i n g o b s c e n i t i e s a t the guards and 
Troopers. Now t h a t they are s a f e l y i n c e l l s they have suddenly become 
heroes. 



I can have a c e r t a i n amount o f respect f o r the courage of the 
r i o t e r s even though i t i s t r a g i c l y misspent, but these punks who 
ran out on the r i o t e r s because they were y e l l o w and now want t o be heroes 
c a l l i n g the cops and guards mother-fuckers, cocksuckers, etc. -
They make me s i c k ! 

Many o f us l e f t the r i o t area because we do not belisrve i n 
vio l e n c e and t h a t too talies a c e r t a i n k i n d o f courage because we 
w i l l be he l d up t o r i d i c u l e and scorn from those t h a t d i d r i o t and 
our l i v e s w i l l be i n r e a l danger from the f a n a t i c s . 

Once again, a l l kinds o f rumors are f l y i n g about: The S;^ate 
Troopers are going t o shoot us when we f i l e out fhe b u i l d i n g . Tne 
guards w i l l beat us etc . 

I hear the r i o t e r s c h a n t i n g "POWER! POWER! POWER!" The 
p i t i f u l bastards don't r e a l i z e t h a t they were, i n r e a l i t y , a l l through 
the minute they s t a r t e d t h i s t r a g i c escapade. 

Several o f them are b u i l d i n g barricades on the catwalks t h a t 
surround D Block. They have on f o o t b a l l helmets, o f f i c e r s r i o t helmets, 
c i v i l i a n c l o t h e s , o f f i c e r s uniforms and one a long sheet as a cape. 
The guy w i t h the turban looks l i k e something froma K i p l i n g book o r 
movie. Those people make me s i c k . 

The guards have brought around sandwiches and c o f f e e . The 
amazing t h i n g i s t h a t I have n o t seen one b r u t a l act by a guard not 
even a harsh word. I t i s amazing! Of course I f e a r what w i l l happen 
when i t s a l l over w i t h . They probably won't be s e l e c t i v e and you 
can't blame them. God! God! I wish t h i s had never s t a r t e d ! * What 
po s s i b l e good w i l l i t do? None! 

There are only about 250 hard core a c t i v i s t s i n the whole 
j o i n t , but many, many i d i o t s go along when they see a chance t o l o o t 
and beat and boast. 

The Drs. and nurses have been through here t w i c e yesterday 
and twice today. They always have two Troopers w i t h shotguns guarding 
them. 

I see the f i r e s b u r n i n g i n the dark and hear the b e a t i n g o f a 
drum or p a i l s t o a Tom Tom beat. The r i o t e r s are c h a n t i n g something 
t o the tempo o f the drum beat. I t i s u n b e l i e v a b l y p r i m i t i v e and 
sends an e r i e c h i l l down my spine. VHio would b e l i e v e t h a t people r a i s e d 
and schooled i n the most advanced c i v i l i z a t i o n i n h i s t o r y could r e v e r t 
back t o p r i m i t i v e savagery? I t shows me t h a t savagery and animal 
l u s t s are never too f a r from the surface emotions of any human being. 

Now the guys who aren't i n the r i o t are y e l l i n g t o the r i o t e r s 
t o k i l l the hostages. My God! Whatthe h e l l i s happening t o t h i s , 
world? Where i s there any common sense, decency, compassion, or 
love f o r our f e l l o w men. 
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September 11 - WOV/! I j u s t looked out my window and t h e r e are 50 
State Troopers w i t h r i f l e s and shotguns. The Sgt. j u s t t o l d them 
to take the s a f e t y o f f , Son-of-a-bitch I sure hope they don't s t a r t 
s h o o t i n g ! ! ! I ! 

What a r e l i e f ! They were j u s t t h e r e t o p r o t e c t the guys 
t r y i n g t o f i x the water main. They sure as h e l l looked mean and 
e f f i c i e n t , V/hen t h a t s t u p i d p r i c k t o l d them t o take the s a f e t y 
o f f t h e i r weapons I thought I was a goner. 

I t i s hard t o be r a t i o n a l under such s t r a i n e d c o n d i t i o n s . 
That i s why I hope no one e x c i t e s the r i o t e r s . They are r e a l l y 
s u b j ect t o k i l l some o f the hostgges. I f t h a t happens they b e t t e r 
give t h e i r ass t o god cause the t r o o p e r s w i l l then move i n and they 
sure as h e l l are armed. They are a w e l l d i s c i p l i n e d o u t f i t against 
an unarmed group. 

These r a d i c a l s are t r a i n e d and d i s c i p l i n e d ! They p r a c t i c e 
everyday. They are tough, dedicated and mean as a cornered seven r a t . 

Gripe, I am g e t t i n g funky as h e l l . No water, except t o d r i n k 
and very l i t t l e o f t h a t , f o r 2-| days, I may not be s t r o n g p h y s i c a l l y 
but I sure as h e l l s mell s t r o n g . 

The b i g meeting i s supposed t o be t a k i n g place r i g h t now. 
I don't hear anything from D block! Oswald must have r e a l l b a l l s 
cause i f I was i n h i s p o s i t i o n I wouldn't go i n t o D block w i t h a l l 
those maniacs f o r a m i l l i o n d o l l a r s . Of course, I b e l i e v e i n s e l f 
p r e s e r v a t i o n , Oswald e i t h e r has a h i g h l y developed sense o f duty or 
he has a death wish. What ever i t i s you have t o adm.ire h i s guts! 
There i s no one who could save him i f t h a t mob wants t o take him! 

>He knows t h a t . He was a p i s s p o t when he was on the p a r o l e board, 
but he has guts and no one can take t h a t from him! 

We are a l l w a i t i n g f o r the r e s u l t s o f themeeting. The r a d i o 
s a i d Huey P. Newton and W i l l i a m K u n s t l e r were supposed t o be t h e r e . 
I hope the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and the general p u b l i c n o t i c e s who t h e r e 
people wanted c a l l e d i n . Maybe t h a t way t h e y w i l l r e a l i z e t h a t t h i s 
r i o t i s not against p r i s o n c o n d i t i o n s but i s p o l i t i c a l l y motivated! 
These people v/ould have r i o t e d i f the c o n d i t i o n s were p e r f e c t . 
They have been l o o k i n g f o r an excuse f o r two months. The o n l y 
reason they h e s i t a t e d v;as because Q5% o f the p r i s o n thought such 
a c t i o n was s t u p i d . 

The aftermath o f a l l t h i s should be t h a t t h i s p u b l i c wake up 
t o the f a c t t h a t the Panthers, Weathermen, Peoples P a r t y , Young Lords, 
5 % ers, e t c . are not harmless m i n o r i t i e s . They permeate many sections 
o f our s o c i e t y and baby, they means business! They w i l l do anything 
to accomplish the overthrowing o f a l l mandated a u t h o r i t y . Every one 
of the people who s t a r t e d the r i o t belong t o one o f the above men
t i o n e d o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 
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I known the bl e e d i n g hea'^ w i l l t r y t o blame the admin
i s t r a t i o n and s o c i e t y e t c , but the cause of t h i s r i o t i s p o l i t i c a l l y 
motivated a c t i v i s t s . These people are f a n a t i c s . They have def
i n i t e l y been i n s t i g a t e d and motivated by o u t s i d e r s . 

You v / i l l f i n d t h a t very tffew o f the inmates responsible f o r 
t h i s r i o t are over 30 and t h a t i s not because us so c a l l e d " o l d 
time r s " are i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d but because we have seen an amazing . 
change f o r the b e t t e r i n the N,Y.S. C o r r e c t i o n System and we had 
waited a long time f o r i t . 

We have been i n p r i s o n o f f and on f o r years and we know the 
only ones who get i n serious t r o u b l e are the ones who are too s t u p i d 
to obey r u l e s set up f o r the b e n e f i t o f a l l concerned. You can't 
run a c o l l e g e , a c i t y , an a t h l e t i c team, a church nor a p r i s o n w i t h 
out r u l e s and you can't have the same r u l e s t o govern a church or 
co l l e g e as you do a p r i s o n . D i s p i t e a l l t h i s y o u have b l e e d i n g h e a r t 
l i b e r a l s who advocate a l l kinds o f r i d i c u l o u s permissive measures. 

These people aren't i n here f o r l o v i n g t h e i r neighbor. They 
are i n her f o r rape, b u r g l a r y , murder, robbery, a s s a u l t , f o r g e r y , 
i n c e s t , m.anslaughter, f o r g e r y e t c . . Some o f them have made one 
mistake and w i l l never make another, many are personable, i n t e l l i g e n t , 
and honest, but others are animals. One t h i n g i s f o r damned sure 
and t h a t i s d e s p i t e t h e i r whimpering about the system no one tv/isted 
t h e i r arm or threatened t o k i l l them i f they d i d n ' t become pimps, 
r a p i s t s , murderers, b u r g l a r s , robbers, e t c . 

Damned i t i s nolo 10 t o 1 P , I V I . and D block yard has been q u i e t 
since about A.M. I sure hope they accomplish something but I 
don't see how. 

The Commissioner would have t o be crazy t o give i n t o some o f 
those demands! I f he agrees not t o prosecute then you can bet your 
l i | & there w i l l be r i o t s a l l over the s t a t e . He must be f i r m or 
there w i l l be more t r o u b l e . I f he gives i n he w i l l be s e t t i n g a bad 
example. 

No one who has not been i n here over the past two months 
would b e l i e v e the vemonous h a t r e d these r a d i c a l a c t i v i s t s f e e l toward 
"any" a u t h o r i t y . They are complete a n a r c h i s t ! 

Believe i t or not we have T r o t s k y i t e s , (Peoples P a r t y ) , Maoists 
and even some Nazi i n here. 

The genergl p u b l i c doesn't r e a l i z e what bug houses these places 
are. They were bad enough when they had only c r i m i n a l s but not t h a t 
they have l e f t i s t p o l i t i c a l l y o r i e n t e d p r i s o n e r s they are pure bedlam. 



These r i o t e r s are g e t t i n g a l l t h e i r l e f t i s t i d o l s i n here so 
I t h i n k I w i l l ask t o see V/ill i a m and James Buckley. I am j u s t 
being f a c e t i o u s , but I do f e e l t h a t some con s e r v a t i v e o r i e n t e d 
people should s i t i n on the conferences j u s t t o keep the p o l i t i c a l 
spectrum balanced. 

I can't emphasize s t r o n g l y enough t h a t these people who 
per p e t r a t e d t h i s r i o t were p o l i t i c a l l y motivated more than they were 
motivated by p r i s o n reform. The p r i s o n simply wasn't t h a t badJ No 
ppj-son i s good, but as p r i s o n s go A t t i c a sure as h e l l wasn't t h a t bad. 

There are some i g n o r a n t and s t u p i d hacks, but I can't v i s 
u a l i z e burning, l o o t i n g , kidnapping, a s s u a l t i n g and d e s t r o y i n g a 
couple m i l l i o n d o l l a r s i n p r o p e r t y simply t o g a i n revenge on about 
seven s t u p i d hacks. 

There i s n ' t one damned person who i s overworked i n he r e l 
Not one. Most o f the jobs have f o u r o r f i v e people t o do one mans 
work. 

I j u s t can't see where these a c t i v i s t s thirJc they are going 
to g a in anything. The minutes they give up those hostages A t t i c a 
P r i s o n w i l l r e v e r t back t o 19^0 penal ways and w i l l do so out o f 
a v a l i d n e c e s s i t y ! 

Many screws w i l l be q u i t t i n g and much of the budget w i l l have 
t o go f o r r e p a i r o f the damage done here. So we v / i l l have no school, 
no chapel, no movies, very l i t t l e yard time and a l l the reforms Mr. 
Oswald advocates w i l l most l i k e l y be voted down so where the h e l l 
and how the h e l l d i d these people accomplish anything c o n s t r u c t i v e 
b y t h e i r a n i m a l i s t i c acts? 

We s t i l l haven't heard from D block - not a peep. I see some 
of the guys up on the catwalks w i t h t h e i r f o o t b a l l helmets on, but 
they aren't making a sound. They are simply l o o k i n g down on the 
yard where the n e g o t i a t i o n s are going on. 

I'm w o r r i e d about some o f my buddies. One o f them i s a r e a l 
small 22 year o l d guy and a l o t o f those b u l l y i n g bastards have been 
t r y i n g t o f r i g h t e n him i n t o a l l o w i n g them t o have anal i n t e r c o u r s e 
w i t h them. I'm a f r a i d they might succeed. 

The p r i n c i p a l b r u t a l i t y i n t h i s p r i s o n and any o t h e r p r i s o n 
i s by inmate t o inmate. 

There are numberous rapes o f young, good l o o k i n g inmates and 
a f l o r i s h i n g p r o t e c t i o n r a c k e t by s e v e r a l o f the b i g g e r and supposedly 
tougher inmates. Most o f them are the same bastards who p e r p e t r a t e d 
t h i s r i o t . 

I t i s a b e a u t i f u l day out. The sky i s c l e a r and there i s a 
cool breeze. I t i s hard t o imagine t h a t o n l y a few miles away every
t h i n g i s normal w h i l e here people are prepared t o k i l l each other. 
What a strange w o r l d we l i v e i n . 
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I t i s about 3 P.M. and s t i l l not a sound from D block. I 
know no t h i n g wrong has happened,but I sure as h e l l w i l l f e e l a l o t 
b e t t e r when a l l t h i s i s over. Now, t h a t sure as h e l l i s an under
statement. 

I'm sure we w i l l hear a r o a r from D block i f and when Hughie 
P. Newton and Bobby Seal a r r i v e . They are the i d o l s o f these 
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s . 

I wish I could be more sympathetic t o the cause o f the r i o t e r s 
cause they are f e l l o w inmates, but dam i t they have screwed up every 
damned t h i n g we o l d e r guys have accomplished t h r o u g h t the c o u r t s and 
by n o n - v i o l e n t s t i k e s . I can't sympathize w i t h s t u p i d i t y , I f e e l 
l i k e a f u c k i n t r a i t o r , but r i g h t i s r i g h t and wrong i s wrong! 

I'm not a l l t h a t upset over what p h y s i c a l and m a t e r i a l damage 
has been done as I am, upset about r e t u r n i n g t o the o l d ways. They 
weren't very n i c e , but they w i l l be necessary f o r a w h i l e now. 

I s t i l l b e l i e v e t h a t i f you act Siike a man you w i l l be t r e a t e d 
l i k e a man. I have always found i t t o be t r u e . Of course, some of 
these guys b e l i e v e being a man i s c o n s t a n t l y f i g h t i n g , r e f u s i n g t o do 
your j o b , never s u b m i t t i n g t o a u t h o r i t y , e t c . Maybe they are c o r r e c t , 
but I h a r d l y t h i n k so. 

Even though I've been i n p r i s o n before t h i s i s a whole new 
li§e to me! I can't hate a man simply because he has a job as a 
guard and represent the establishment. 

I can't f i g u r e some of these guys out. Dave has one month 
to go before he f i n i s h e s h i s sentence, y e t he got i n v o l v e d i n t h i s 
s h i t . Why? He c o n s t a n t l y preaches r e v o l u t i o n as though i t were a 
game. Maybe he r e a l i z e s by now justhow serious i t can be. I sure 
hope he gets h i s b e l l y f u l l . The damned f o o l w i l l never l e a r n ! ! ! 

This whole p r i s o n i s so damned q u i e t i t scares h e l l out o f me. 
Sometiing w i l l pop r e a l soon! Prisons are never q u i e t ! I sure would 
l i k e t o know what the h e l l i s happening. 

I b e l i e v e a l l t h e i r n e g o t i a t i n g w i l l g ive the o f f i c i a l s 
time t o check t h i n g s out and get the power i n the r i g h t places i n 
case there has t o be a showdown by f o r c e . 

I t might seem very odd t o s a y , r i g h t i n the middle o f a p r i s o n 
r i o t , but I am bored as h e l l ! I've been locked i n t h i s 5' x 8' c e l l 
f o r t h ree days now and I'm about ready t o go b a t t y . 

Sure hope my mother and k i d s aren't too w o r r i e d . I bet the o l d 
g i r l i s p u l l i n g her h a i r o u t . She sure i s a l o y a l mother. They 
don't come any b e t t e r . 
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Ginny (my w i f e ) i s probably p l a n n i n g on hov; she w i l l spend 
the s o c i a l s e c u r i t y money each month i f I get bumped o f f , I b e t t e r 
stay away from the windows cause she i s probably p r a y i n g I get h i t 
by a s t r a y b u l l e t and she m.ight have more p u l l w i t h the man u p s t a i r s 
than I do. I doubt i t though, 

V/ell, they had some o f the l u n a t i c s , i n the hole when t h i s 
happened and maybe t h a t i s good. V/hat the h e l l am I t a l k i n g about? 
I t c e r t a i n l y i s good. 

What we need now i s a p o u r i n g r a i n t o c o o l o f f those hot heads 
i n D block. 

Let me look over at D block and see whatthe h e l l i s happening. 
This q u i e t i s k i l l i n g me. 

There are f o u r guys on the catwalk and they are l o o k i n g down 
i n t o the yard. 

I hear s i r e n s o u t s i d e the w a l l . Maybe the p o l i c e b r i n g i n g 
Newton and Seal from B u f f a l o A i r p o r t , 

I j u s t saw a white guy on the catwalk but couldn't m'ake out 
who he was. He had a f o o t b a l l helmet on. 

The m a j o r i t y o f opinions on t h i s block i s t h a t the r i o t e r s 
are nuts, but we don't want t o see them h u r t . We hope they wise up 
soonl 

The hacks sure as h e l l are w o r r i e d . One j u s t t o l d me t h i n g s 
are l o o k i n g bad, I wonder how bad? They havelDoked bad f o r 3 days, 

I've l o s t a l l my p i c t u r e s o f my ki»ds. They are i r r e p l a c e a b l e . 
Oh w e l l , I b e t t e r thank God t h a t I am not 200 yards away i n D block. 

I'm glad VanOstberg, Germain, Beaver and Davis the c i v i l i a n 
teachers got out okay. I'm glad Dickerson got out okaybut I must 
admit he ( o r seems t o be) a cantankerous o l d bastard. He b e t t e r 
thank God cause a l o t o f people would l i k e d t o have g o t t e n a h o l d 
o f him. 

I r e a l l y l i k e VanOstberg, Davis, Beaver and Germain, They 
do a good j o b , but they never bother the inmates. 

Dam - no a c t i o n y e t ! I hope t h i s i s n ' t the l u l l before the 
storra. 

Some asshold i n the c e l l across from me keeps moaning about 
h i s poor, dead s o u l brothers and as f a r as I know not one inmate has 
been h i t l e t alone k i l l e d . I t h i n k he i s having the D.T.'s. The 
hacks j u s t found out he has a hack saw and has cut p a r t way through 
h i s bars. Of course I was k i d d i n g about the D.T.'s but he sure as 
Wftll a i n ' t normal, 

- 10 -


